In 2011, the board adopted a revised mission statement for the museum: "The Danish Immigrant Museum celebrates Danish roots and American dreams." We feel this statement helps bridge the gap between the stories of past immigrants and the achievements of the descendants of those immigrants, and the contributions they have made to the American way of life.
While I was born and raised in Ames, Iowa, my ancestors (on the Frederiksen side) formed a part of the Danish heritage that is captured and related so meaningfully at the museum. The many traditions that have been passed along to me, I now pass along to my children. The Danish heritage continues alive and well -from dancing around the Christmas tree, singing "Nu har vi jul igen!" to the many Danish foods that we enjoy to a hearty "tak for mad!" at the conclusion of our meals. In fact, while I am not the primary cook in our household, I am the one tasked with making aebleskiver for my family, just as my grandfather did when I was a child. I have been thankful to be able to share these traditions with my friends and neighbors over the years, and to relate my Danish heritage as we share my family traditions with others.
With the new web site and access to the museum's collections online, I can direct those same curious people to a virtual version of The Danish Immigrant Museum, to experience even more of this wonderful heritage. I encourage all of you, whether you have only recently discovered the museum or you have been with us from the beginning, to take another look at your museum -in person, online, or both -and see all that is offered and all that is planned.
These achievements are only possible because of your contributions in so many different ways. First, there are those that have contributed artifacts and the meaningful personal stories that are an integral part of each artifact. Then, there are those that contribute their time -as a volunteer, as a member of the board of directors, or as a visitor to the museum. There are also those that serve on the staff of the museum -all of whom are dedicated to their jobs and who contribute on a daily basis with their expertise and enthusiasm. This is clearly more than just a job to them. We can't forget the interns! There are those from Denmark, who bring a whole new perspective on Danish life, and also those from around the U.S. -all of whom are of such critical assistance to the museum staff and who, in turn, leave with professional experience and a sampling of life in the Midwest. And, of course, there are those that contribute with their finances to the museum -through memberships, donations, purchases from the Museum Shop, and estate planning. The Museum could not exist and tell OUR stories without each of you. Finally, we give our heartfelt thanks to Elk Horn and Kimballton and all of the surrounding communities who provide the everyday support and encouragement to the museum, its activities and all things Danish.
I look forward to 2012 and what lies ahead in my final year on the board! The projects and changes that will be happening at the museum this year are extraordinary. As you review the Annual Report, I hope you are as proud of YOUR museum as I am! After all, this report is simply a reflection of what you, as supporters of the Museum, have accomplished. A heartfelt mange tak! for making this possible, and for bringing our Danish heritage to life on an ongoing basis! AnnuAl RepoRt • 2011 27
-A Year of Success
This year the museum saw great progress on long-term goals, while also looking forward into the future. The Board of Directors adopted a strategic plan that provides direction through 2015 as well as new mission and vision statements:
Our new mission statement: The Danish Immigrant Museum celebrates Danish roots and American dreams.
Our core values -We are: Inspirational: We honor the vision, ambition and diligence of Danish-American achievers, and we seek to inspire future generations by telling their stories 
Matching Gifts
The Danish Immigrant Museum wishes to thank our members and donors for initiating matching gifts from the following corporations and foundations: As we bring 2011 to a close, we are completing paperwork and cataloging for all 42 donations. We were offered just over 1,300 pieces and accepted about 1,280, almost 830 of which were included in a single gift of archival and photographic materials. The artifacts added contribute to our mission, as well as the story we tell of immigration and continued connections between the United States and Denmark.
For information about making an artifact donation, go to our website and read "Artifact Donations to The Danish Immigrant Museum" under the Collection tab or give me a call at the museum.
Thank you again to all of our donors, and very best wishes for a wonderful 2012.
Angela Stanford Curator of Collections / Registrar
Over the past twenty-eight years, The Danish Immigrant Museum has accomplished much because of special friends and members who have provided for the museum in their estate plans. With their permission while living or the permission of their executors, the names of Heritage Builders are permanently inscribed on a plaque in the museum entrance.
The Danish Immigrant Museum permanently recognizes two groups of friends and members who have distinguished themselves with their outstanding support, both while living and in their estate plans.
the Lifetime Leadership Society is made up of persons, organizations, and businesses that have individually contributed a total of $25,000 and more. Their names are permanently inscribed on a plaque at the front entrance of the museum.
During 2011 AnnuAl RepoRt • 2011 29 Exhibitions in 2011
Dear Friends of The Danish Immigrant Museum, Whether or not you visit Elk Horn in person, you may have enjoyed the museum's exhibition program in 2011! The museum's exhibitions can be enjoyed in our galleries in Elk Horn, in museums and gathering places across the country, and even on the museum's website. In fact, 14,000 people encountered the museum through traveling exhibitions in the past year as they appeared in seven different states -including the U.S. Virgin Islands -and another 20,000 people were "virtual visitors" on the museum's website. Each exhibition tells a story that supports the museum's mission of "celebrating Danish roots and American dreams."
We look forward to continuing these efforts in 2012, bringing exhibitions and programs to Danish-American communities throughout the year. Visit the "Current Exhibitions" page on the museum's website to learn more about traveling exhibitions available for your community. Family History & Genealogy Center
The following individuals and groups donated books and other materials or made monetary contributions to the Family History & Genealogy Center in 2011. Their assistance in expanding our library and enhancing our ability to collect and preserve information on and research Danish-American families and communities is greatly appreciated. Mange tak!
Volunteers
Did you know that Iowa ranks second in the nation for its volunteer rate?* Here's another interesting statistic: the national median number of hours served by a volunteer in 2010 was 52 hours.* Volunteers of The Danish Immigrant Museum/FHGC averaged 81 hours last year! Our volunteers logged anywhere from 3 hours to 336 hours and we are grateful for each and every one of them! Our list of 58 registered volunteers gave a total of 4,722 hours in 2011 assisting staff with greeting visitors, data entry, mailings, translations, research, setting up for special events, and even ironing tablecloths. Each and every thing we ask them to do is important as we carry out the mission of the museum. We could not do what we do on a daily basis without their assistance and we are so grateful for them. The following are volunteers for whom we have documented hours in 2011. We apologize for any errors or omissions. (*Latest figures available from The Volunteering in America report, developed through a partnership between the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), the U.S. Census Bureau, and the Bureau for Labor Statistics.)
Memorials
The Danish Immigrant Museum is the grateful recipient of gifts made in memory of deceased friends and relatives. 
In Honor
The Danish Immigrant Museum receives many contributions as gifts to honor beloved family members and friends on special occasions. In 2011 the following people were honored: 
Gift Memberships
Throughout 2011 The Danish Immigrant Museum awarded complimentary memberships or received contributions directed towards gift memberships for the following businesses or individuals:
